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DYSLEXIC CHILDREN, A GROWING PROBLEM, 
FOCUS OF MAY 18 CONFERENCE 
Dr. Marc Lerner, a national expert on dyslexia, will be the 
keynote speaker Saturday, May 18, at "Focus on the Dyslexic Child: 
Parents, Schools, Community," a daylong conference sponsored by the 
University of San Diego Division of Special and Gifted Education and 
the San Diego branch of the Orton Dyslexia Society. 
Lerner, a professor at UC Irvine and formerly an instructor 
lat Harvard Medical School, is scheduled to discuss the pediatrician's 
perspective. This will be Lerner's first public appearance in 
San Diego. 
The conference, which will run from 8 a.m. until 1:45 p.m. at 
the San Diego Woman's Club, 1s expected to increase the awareness 
of the far-reaching problem of dyslexia, a learning disability that 
afflicts 15 percent of the nation's people, according to the federal 
government. 
The Saturday meeting dovetails with an Orton Society effort to 
organize parents groups here and throughout the United States. The 
local ODS chapter has received so many requests from parents of 
dyslexic children that a parent support group organizational meeting 
1s set for 7 p.m. Thursday , May 16, in the DeSales Hall Board Room 
at USD. 
(more) 
DYSLEXIC MEETING 2-2-2 
Dyslexia, which severely impairs one's ability to read and 
speak, has had devastating effects on the afflicted and members of 
their families. "Marriages have broken up, some adults have become 
suicidal," said a local ODS spokesperson. 
Dyslexia, however, can be treated effectively, particularly 
if treatment begins at an early age, which is why ODS members point 
out that identifying the problem in young children is critical. 
Two San Diego state Assemblymen, Democrat Steve Peace and 
Republican Bill Bradley, have introduced legislation to combat 
dyslexia. 
Other speakers scheduled for the Ma y 18 conference are: 
Cecile McEuen, a San Diego City Schools resource specialist. 
Jane Campbell, a Chula Vista City Schools psychologist. 
Kay Bodinger, a San Di~go City Schools parent facilitator. 
Latrece Robinson, a parent of a dyslexic child. She will 
speak on organizing parent support groups. 
The Woman's Club is located at 2557 Third Avenue in San Diego. 
Admission, which includes lunch, 1s $7 .50 for ODS members and 
$8.50 for the general public. 
For more information, please call the Orton Dyslexia Society 
at 295-3 722. 
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